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St Lawrence’s Progression in History  
Knowledge and Skills 

  

What is History? 

History is the study of change over time, and it covers all aspects of human society. Political, 

social, economic, scientific, technological, medical, cultural, intellectual, religious and military 

developments are all part of history. 

Our Aims We will do this through 

 To inspire our children about the world in 
which they live 

 To understand reasons why the world 
changes  

 To understand similarities and differences in 
key historical events and to know that we 
can learn from mistakes made 

 To understand the impact of humans on 
each other and the world 

 To help children to understand important 
events around the world 

 To help children solve problems and ask 
questions  

 

 Progression from Early Years through to Year 
6 

 Engaging lessons that builds upon prior 
knowledge 

 Hands on, practical lessons 

 Use of IT 

 Use of primary and secondary sources 

 Trips  

 Visitors in 
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Nursery 
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Key Knowledge Change and Continuity Causes and Consequences 

Understands morning, afternoon and night 
Understands the terms yesterday, today, 
tomorrow 
Beginning to understand terms such as next 
week, next month, next year 
Beginning to understand the term long ago 
Knows that during the year we have seasons and 
that these change through the year – relate to 
weather and important festivals 
Begin to know the days of the week  
 

Begin to recognise things that happen every day eg breakfast, 
dinner, tea 
Know that they come to school for some days but not others 
Be able to spot the differences in pictures – what has changed, 
what has stayed the same 
Be able to spot what has changed in the classroom and what 
has stayed the same  
 
Begin to Talk about significant events from the past  
 

Begin to predict what might happen in a story 
Look at a picture and begin to say what might 
have happened before it eg a child crying, and 
then what might happen afterwards 

V
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 today, yesterday, tomorrow, Long Ago  
birthday, Christmas, holiday, Easter, wedding 
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Can the children use phrases such as today, yesterday, tomorrow with accuracy? 
Can they tell someone about their experiences and talk about a special event? 
Can they predict what happens in a story? 
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Reception 
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Key Knowledge Change and Continuity Causes and Consequences 
Days of the week  
Months of the year 
Understands how long a day is in comparison to 
a week, month and year using terms such as 
longer and shorter 
Explains what the weather is like in the different 
seasons 
Begins to use terms such as past, present 
Key events in their own lives or the life of the 
school  

Uses visual timetable to say what is the same and what is 
different about the days 
Be able to put pictures from stories in the correct order moving 
on to simple sentences when appropriate 
Recognise how different people celebrate the same event but 
differently – traditions 
 

Be able to predict what might happen in a 
story with some reference to what has 
happened 
Explain what might have caused some 
characters to do certain things eg why Jack 
went up the hill 
Begin to make up different endings to stories 
Look at clips of things that have cause and 
effect eg see saws – one side goes up so the 
other must come down 
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 Wrote not writ, went not wented/goed, came not comed – verb endings for time words 
Yesterday, today tomorrow  
Change, different, months of the year, hours, longer, shorter, predict, cause, effect or consequences 
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t Can the children change the end of a story? 
Can the children link pictures to the terms past and present? 
Can the children add to a year timeline to show events through the year to include birthdays and events that happen during the school year? 

  



4 
 

KS1 
Year 1 
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Changes within living memory Significant Historical Person 
Guy Fawkes 

Challenge 
 

Key Knowledge 
Understand key historical vocabulary relating to 
time and sequence events 
Understand that there are different sources of 
information 
Understand what history is and why it is 
important 
Change and Continuity 
Place their own timeline and explain how they 
know something happened 
Identify key events in their lives –are these the 
same or different to other people 
Family trees – link to different families in RHE 
curriculum and explore changes in jobs, toys and 
hobbies 
Causes and Consequences 
Begin to explain why an event took place within 
their lives eg moving house, starting school, 
forming friendships, weddings 

Key Knowledge 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zjkj382/articles/zjsqbdm 
Guy Fawkes plotted to blow up the houses of Parliament in 1605 – this 
was over 400 years ago 
He was born in York, Stonegate in 1570 
He thought if he did this then Catholics would have better lives 
There were 13 other people involved – it wasn’t just him 
Order of events leading up to GF arrest 
U:\Curriculum\Curriculum\Resources\History\Guy Fawkes 
James 1st was on the throne 1605 
Change and Continuity 
Can the children understand when Guy Fawkes was around – time line of 
events 
Bonfire Night – why is this still celebrated today? 
The gunpowder plot was because people weren’t allowed to worship the 
religion they wanted to – how is that similar or different to today? 
Causes and Consequences 
Guy Fawkes was a Catholic at the time but England was a protestant 
country and it was very difficult for other religions to worship so the 
plotters wanted to get rid of the King and force England to be Catholic 
again 
Catholics had been very badly treated 
After the plot was discovered the plotters were executed 
Catholics were then not allowed to be lawyers, vote or join the army 
Impact of imposing belief system on others – link to democracy and rule 
of law.  What do we do today if we don’t agree with something? 
To know how people remember him and consider whether it is fair 

Can the children re-enact the 
moment/s that Guy Fawkes was 
discovered?  What might the different 
characters have said? 
King James VI (James the 1st) 
Robert Catesby 
Thomas Percy 
Guy Fawkes 

V
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 Past BC AD/CE year numbers before after 
Words associated with time, e.g. old, new, today, a long time ago, next 
Words associated with Bonfire Night e.g. Guy Fawkes, bonfire, fireworks, gunpowder, Parliament, King James, November 5th, 1605, monarch 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zjkj382/articles/zjsqbdm
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https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/gunpowder-plot/ 
https://www.londonpicturearchive.org.uk/search-results?key=VXsiUCI6eyJ0YXgiOjUsInQiOlsiR3VucG93ZGVyIFBsb3QgKDE2MDUpIl19fQ&WINID=1668445252471 
https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/evolutionofparliament/parliamentaryauthority/the-gunpowder-plot-of-1605/ 
https://www.hrp.org.uk/media/3005/gunpowder-plot-teacher-resource-pack.pdf 
https://www.whsad.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/gunpowder-plot.pdf 
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Can the children create their own time line using 
correct historical vocabulary? 

Can children create a timeline of events that happened in the Gun 
Powder plot to include key historical characters and events?  
 
Can they begin to understand how people protest today? 

Are the quotes a reflection of the 
characters in the plot? 

  

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/gunpowder-plot/
https://www.londonpicturearchive.org.uk/search-results?key=VXsiUCI6eyJ0YXgiOjUsInQiOlsiR3VucG93ZGVyIFBsb3QgKDE2MDUpIl19fQ&WINID=1668445252471
https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/evolutionofparliament/parliamentaryauthority/the-gunpowder-plot-of-1605/
https://www.hrp.org.uk/media/3005/gunpowder-plot-teacher-resource-pack.pdf
https://www.whsad.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/gunpowder-plot.pdf
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Year 2 
 Significant Historical Person  Explorers – link to North American York and 

how people got there 
Challenge 
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Key Knowledge 
Understand the key vocabulary relating to time 
Dick Turpin was born 100 years after Guy Fawkes died in 1705 in 
Essex but was executed in York after stealing a horse 
He was originally a butcher but then joined a gang.  When they split 
up he turned to Highway robbery.   He had also killed a man and 
then fled to Yorkshire where he then turned to stealing horses.  He 
was caught but gave the name John Palmer.  They discovered who 
he really was when he sent a letter to his brother but it was 
returned and opened and they discovered who he really was.  His 
former teacher recognised his handwriting.  No one liked Turpin 
and he had to pay mourners to come to his execution.  He would 
have been forgotten but for a book written over 100 years later by 
Harrison Ainsworth. 
Highwaymen stole from travellers and as there was no police force 
it was difficult to protect people 
George 1st was the King  
He was executed for stealing a horse 
Executed on the Knavesmire  
Understand what primary and secondary sources of information are 
and begin to recognise their use 
Be able to place the time of ‘The Highwayman’ on a timeline 
Change and Continuity 
It was quite easy as stagecoaches weren’t protected 
What might they be called today? 
It stopped because the Bow Street Horse patrol targeted 
highwaymen 
Inns and Taverns would not get a licence if they helped 
highwaymen 
There were fewer isolated stretches of road 
People carried less money as banks came into existence 
Causes and Consequences 
He was executed but what would we do today in UK?  Consider 
what a suitable course of action should be rather than execution 

Key Knowledge 
People have been exploring since the beginning of time: 
Follow animals for food 
Better land 
Trade with others 
Gain more land – wealthier and could protect it if there 
were natural boundaries such as rivers and mountains 
Ship building helped people explore further and further 
including Vikings (link to Y5) –the better the boat/ship the 
further they could go – evidence suggests that they went 
across to North America  
Understand where they travelled from and to on a map 
Children should be able to identify why and where they 
explore and relate back to early explorers 
Columbus reached the Americas in 1492 
1741 settlers founded York Pennsylvania – mostly Scots, 
Irish and German descent 
Identify where York PA is in North America and from 
landscape paintings explain what the it was like there and 
why people might have settled there 
Change and Continuity 
Using the paintings and photographs identify what it was 
like before and after the settlers moved their 

Why isn’t Dick Turpin remembered as much as 
Guy Fawkes? 
Compare the two men and look at how there is a 
fun celebration of one man’s death and the other 
didn’t 
Why else?  Link to impact on whole country if Guy 
Fawkes had succeeded 
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 Earlier, Previously, later, consequently, because, so, result 
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https://www.rarenewspapers.com/view/640628 - 
newspaper account of execution 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z2cqrwx/revision/4 
https://www.kestonprimary.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/English-Resources-.pdf 
 
 
 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/explor
ers-of-americas/?utm_source=BibblioRCM_Row 
https://schoolshistory.org.uk/topics/british-
empire/making-of-the-united-kingdom-foundations-
of-empire/migration-to-the-americas-in-the-17th-
and-18th-century/ 
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-
your-research/research-guides/emigration/ 
https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/archivesheet
10 
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/united-
states-history-primary-source-timeline/rise-of-
industrial-america-1876-1900/immigration-to-
united-states-1851-1900/ 
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Can the children identify whether Dick Turpin was before or after Guy Fawkes?  What is the evidence? 
Can the children understand why there were Highwaymen and explain what they did?  Were they right to rob 
people? 
Can they create a ‘wanted poster’ of Dick Turpin explaining his crimes and what the punishment would be? 
 

Can the children create a simple table to 
compare Guy Fawkes and Dick Turpin – 
significant York people 
What aspects are they planning to compare? 

  

https://www.rarenewspapers.com/view/640628
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z2cqrwx/revision/4
https://www.kestonprimary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/English-Resources-.pdf
https://www.kestonprimary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/English-Resources-.pdf
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/explorers-of-americas/?utm_source=BibblioRCM_Row
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/activity/explorers-of-americas/?utm_source=BibblioRCM_Row
https://schoolshistory.org.uk/topics/british-empire/making-of-the-united-kingdom-foundations-of-empire/migration-to-the-americas-in-the-17th-and-18th-century/
https://schoolshistory.org.uk/topics/british-empire/making-of-the-united-kingdom-foundations-of-empire/migration-to-the-americas-in-the-17th-and-18th-century/
https://schoolshistory.org.uk/topics/british-empire/making-of-the-united-kingdom-foundations-of-empire/migration-to-the-americas-in-the-17th-and-18th-century/
https://schoolshistory.org.uk/topics/british-empire/making-of-the-united-kingdom-foundations-of-empire/migration-to-the-americas-in-the-17th-and-18th-century/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/emigration/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/emigration/
https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/archivesheet10
https://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/archivesheet10
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/united-states-history-primary-source-timeline/rise-of-industrial-america-1876-1900/immigration-to-united-states-1851-1900/
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/united-states-history-primary-source-timeline/rise-of-industrial-america-1876-1900/immigration-to-united-states-1851-1900/
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/united-states-history-primary-source-timeline/rise-of-industrial-america-1876-1900/immigration-to-united-states-1851-1900/
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/united-states-history-primary-source-timeline/rise-of-industrial-america-1876-1900/immigration-to-united-states-1851-1900/
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KS2 
Throughout KS2 there are two ‘themes’ that are built upon each year. 
Life in York – this links to the local study unit and geography.  It is an 
opportunity for children to learn about what they would have been doing 
during various ages including similarities and differences, as well as 
understanding how communities grow. 
Leaders and Legends – this unit enables children to understand similarities 
and differences in different civilizations throughout history.  It will support 
deeper understanding and allow children to build on knowledge from each 
year group.  By the end of KS2 children should be able to identify they qualities 
of leadership as well as the different viewpoints towards that leader and why 
they might have felt in that way. 

Life in York – class book that continues throughout KS2.  Key information regarding family 
roles, difficulties, changes and continuity can be added to build a picture of what life was like 
in York throughout history.  This will enable children to reflect on what they have learned 
each year and then, in Year 6, to consider which period of time they would have liked to have 
lived in and why.  This should help develop memory and retrieval of information from across 
KS2 
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Year 3 
 Stone Age – Iron Age Life in York – thread through 

school 
Ancient Early Civilization 
(Egyptians?) 

Leaders and Legends – 
thread through school 
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Key Knowledge 
Understand that prehistory is before written records – we do not know as 
much about this period of time.  Understand sources for this period of time. 
Who do they know of historical importance? 
Know that BC/CE is 0 backwards and understand that the higher the 
number the further back thisis. 
Know that Stone Age is from about 2.6 million years ago, then bronze age 
from 3,300 bc to Iron Age - link to timelines  
Know that the Iron Age was around 800bc to 43AD – check these as it can 
vary depending on websites 
Know why these periods of history had these titles. 
Understand the sources of evidence for this period of time includes: 
Bones 
Jewellery 
Pottery 
Land sites 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z82hsbk - understand what life was 
like in the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age 
Change and Continuity  
http://cononley.n-yorks.sch.uk/data/documents/Changes-in-Britain-from-
Stone-Age-to-Iron-Age.pdf - Explains some of the changes that happened in 
Britain during this time – change from stone to bronze to iron tools – 
increase in production of weapons – warfare more common where there 
were tribes3100 
Understand that tools and weapons became more sophisticated during this 
period, single family groups moved to small communities 
Bronze Age – people discovered how to get metal out of rocks and was a 
better material for making tools 
Iron replaced bronze for making tools and weapons – readily available , they 
could produce more 
Causes and Consequences 
Explain why would York be a good place to settle near? Parts of the city, 
including the main campus of York University, sit on a moraine, a ridge of 
high ground left behind by retreating glaciers after the last Ice Age.  This 
provides well-drained and sandy soils which were probably cultivated 
throughout prehistory.  The moraine also offered a usable route joining the 
Yorkshire Wolds to the east and the Yorkshire Dales to the west. 
What was the consequence of any changes and does it impact on today?  

Where would a stone age family have 
settled near here and why? 
The moraine 
River 
Easily defendable 
What would the family have done in 
the stone age – roles of the adults 
and children – how did they 
change/stay the same during this 
period of time? (See websites below) 
 

Key Knowledge 
Ancient Egyptians from 3100 bc – 32 bc – link with period of time of 
Stone Age to Iron Age 
We know about the ancient Egyptians from the discovery of lots of 
buildings, monuments, objects and mummies. 
What was the civilization like? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zg87xnb/articles/zr4s8xs/ 
Who were the leaders? 
Amenhotep III (reign 1388–1351 BC) 
Akhenaten (reign 1351–1334 BC)  
Tutankhamun (reign 1332–1323 BC)  
Ramses II (reign 1279–1213 BC) 
Understand what might they expect to see in this type of civilization 
– hierarchy, buildings, roles for different people, religion 
Egyptian civilization developed along the Nile River in large part 
because the river's annual flooding ensured reliable, rich soil for 
growing crops.  Ancient Egyptians developed wide-reaching trade 
networks along the Nile, in the Red Sea, and in the Near East. 
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/egyptian-life-and-
culture 
 
Change and Continuity 
Although the civilization is not in existence today, remnants are - 
pyramids 
Is this civilization similar or different to Stone Age Britain? 
Causes and Consequences 
Why is the civilization not in existence today?   
Why are we still learning about them today? 
Writing, medicine, maths, makeup, toothpaste were all developed 
by the Egyptians 
U:\Curriculum\Curriculum\Resources\History\Egyptians\Egypt_Reli
gion_Scheme_of_Work (1).pdf 

Begin to understand that each 
civilization has a ‘leader’ and 
identify why they might have been 
a leader – qualities? 
Compare the lifestyles of leaders 
from this time and the roles that 
they had 
Look at similarities and differences 
of the Chieftains 
What similarities do they have 
with Egyptian ‘leaders’ 
Link to previous knowledge of 
monarchs from Y1 and Y2 
Trinovantes - Addedomarus 
Catuvellauni – Cunobelin 
(sometimes referred to as King of 
the Britons) 
Chd need to know that there were 
many tribes when the Romans 
invaded – link to Boudicca 
 
https://www.history.com/topics/p
re-history/iron-age 
 
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/cla
ssics/warwickclassicsnetwork/rom
ancoventry/resources/prehistoricb
ritain/ironage/tribes/ 
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z82hsbk
http://cononley.n-yorks.sch.uk/data/documents/Changes-in-Britain-from-Stone-Age-to-Iron-Age.pdf
http://cononley.n-yorks.sch.uk/data/documents/Changes-in-Britain-from-Stone-Age-to-Iron-Age.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zg87xnb/articles/zr4s8xs/
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/egyptian-life-and-culture
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/egyptian-life-and-culture
file://///pmat-data01.pmat.academy/Staff_Shared/STL/Curriculum/Curriculum/Resources/History/Egyptians/Egypt_Religion_Scheme_of_Work%20(1).pdf
file://///pmat-data01.pmat.academy/Staff_Shared/STL/Curriculum/Curriculum/Resources/History/Egyptians/Egypt_Religion_Scheme_of_Work%20(1).pdf
https://www.history.com/topics/pre-history/iron-age
https://www.history.com/topics/pre-history/iron-age
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/classics/warwickclassicsnetwork/romancoventry/resources/prehistoricbritain/ironage/tribes/
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/classics/warwickclassicsnetwork/romancoventry/resources/prehistoricbritain/ironage/tribes/
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/classics/warwickclassicsnetwork/romancoventry/resources/prehistoricbritain/ironage/tribes/
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/classics/warwickclassicsnetwork/romancoventry/resources/prehistoricbritain/ironage/tribes/
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Paleolithic, mesolithic, neolithic, primitive, prehistory 
Civilisation, society, before, after, previously etc. 
culture –shared behaviour such as diet, language, clothing, tools, music, arts, customs, beliefs, and religion, which are shared by a group of people or society 
Immigration, immigrant – people who move to a different country and live there permanently Settlers – a person, or group of people, who have arrived in a 
different area or country to set up home there and use the land. Trade - is the activity of buying, selling, or exchanging goods or services between people, 
businesses, or countries 
Celtic - word used to describe all of the people who lived in Britain and northwest Europe during the Iron Age – from 600 BC to 43 AD (until the Roman invasion of 
Britain). There were many tribes of Celts speaking a vaguely similar language. Clans - a group of people who – following a tradition – belong to the same kin. The 
word comes from the Gaelic language, and means 'family'. Hill fort - a fort or settlement on a hilltop, strengthened with ramparts and ditches to defend it from 
enemies. Tribe- a group of people living together, usually with a leader, sharing a common culture and language 
Egyptians, pharaohs, civilization, pyramids, artefacts, 
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https://www.history.com/topics/pre-history/iron-
age#:~:text=The%20Iron%20Age%20was%20a,weapons%20from%20iron%20and%20
steel. 
https://www.history.org.uk/primary/resource/7537 
U:\Curriculum\Curriculum\Resources\History\Stone 
Age\Primary_SoW_Stone_Age_to_Iron_Age_2020.docx 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z82hsbk 
https://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/about-us/school-and-group-visits/schools-and-
colleges/key-stage-2/Stone-Age-Day2.pdf 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/egyptians
/ 
https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-
history/ancient-egypt 
https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_egy
pt.php 
http://primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/egypt/gener
al.htm 
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Can the children show where and why stone age people might have settled? 
Can the children identify what they might have been doing had they lived then? 
Can they identify what would have been different in their lives and what would have 
been the same? 

Can the children identify key aspects of this 
civilization and compare it with the Stone Age? 

Can the children identify 
the qualities of a ‘leader’ 
‘Chieftain’? 
Can they children explain  

  

https://www.history.com/topics/pre-history/iron-age#:~:text=The%20Iron%20Age%20was%20a,weapons%20from%20iron%20and%20steel
https://www.history.com/topics/pre-history/iron-age#:~:text=The%20Iron%20Age%20was%20a,weapons%20from%20iron%20and%20steel
https://www.history.com/topics/pre-history/iron-age#:~:text=The%20Iron%20Age%20was%20a,weapons%20from%20iron%20and%20steel
https://www.history.org.uk/primary/resource/7537
file://///pmat-data01.pmat.academy/Staff_Shared/STL/Curriculum/Curriculum/Resources/History/Stone%20Age/Primary_SoW_Stone_Age_to_Iron_Age_2020.docx
file://///pmat-data01.pmat.academy/Staff_Shared/STL/Curriculum/Curriculum/Resources/History/Stone%20Age/Primary_SoW_Stone_Age_to_Iron_Age_2020.docx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z82hsbk
https://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/about-us/school-and-group-visits/schools-and-colleges/key-stage-2/Stone-Age-Day2.pdf
https://www.northyorkmoors.org.uk/about-us/school-and-group-visits/schools-and-colleges/key-stage-2/Stone-Age-Day2.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/egyptians/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/egyptians/
https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-history/ancient-egypt
https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-history/ancient-egypt
https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_egypt.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_egypt.php
http://primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/egypt/general.htm
http://primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/egypt/general.htm
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Year 4 
 

Greeks Leaders and Legends – 
thread through school 

Romans Life in York – thread 
through school 
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Key Knowledge 
Greece was known as Hellas 
There were 3 main different periods of Greek history: 
Archaic, Classical and Hellenistic from 750 BC to 30 BC  
Understand that the Greek civilisation was a collection of city 
states with different rules and lifestyles.  They often fought 
each other. 
Know that it is in Europe and be able to describe the landscape 
and features of the area.  To also be able to explain where it is 
in comparison to UK. 
What might they expect to see in this type of civilization – 
hierarchy, buildings, roles for different people, religion 
Who were the leaders?  Understand that each city state had a 
different leader – focus on Spartan Leader and Athenian 
Sparta rules by 2 kings – in place till they dies 
Athens ruled by archons who were elected annually – 
democracy! 
Both had an elected assembly – link to RHE and Values 
Understand that these city states were often at war and 
analyse the reasons behind these wars and who won 
Sources of evidence include artefacts, remains, buildings but 
now statues, art and writing – children need to understand 
which sources are more reliable and which might not be 
Change and Continuity 
Understand that the Greeks were influential in bringing the 
world elected governments, improvements to maths 
understanding, philosophy and sport.  What was the civilization 
like in the beginning compared to the end? 
Look at and compare the different city states and be able to 
explain these differences – Athens and Sparta 
What can we learn about this civilization? 
Causes and Consequences 
Constant war divided the Greek city-states into shifting 
alliances; it was also very costly to all the citizens. Eventually 
the Empire became a dictatorship and the people were less 
involved in government. There was increasing tension and 
conflict between the ruling aristocracy and the poorer classes. 
The Romans came and attacked the Greeks at the Battle of 
Corinth – they liked the Greek culture so adopted many of their 
beliefs and customs 

Compare the leaders of 
Sparta and Athens.  How 
were they similar and 
different?  Then look at 
Roman leaders including 
Constantine – link to York 
and Christianity and Julius 
Caesar - link to  invasion of 
Britain  
What kind of leader were 
they?  Understand the 
reasons why they were a 
good or bad leader.  Analyse 
the decisions that they made 
and decide what they might 
have done differently or what 
people might have done 
today. 
Which leaders became 
‘legendary’? Why do we 
know Roman Caesars more 
than Greek Kings – more 
Greek kings at the same time 
while Rome had one leader at 
a time.  Roman empire was 
larger and impacted on 
Britain more than Greeks. 

Key Knowledge 
The Roman Empire was founded when Augustus Caesar proclaimed 
himself the first emperor of Rome in 31BC and came to an end with 
the fall of Constantinople in 1453CE. An empire is a political system in 
which a group of people are ruled by a single individual, an emperor 
or empress.  They came to Britain in 43AD – 410 AD 
Before the Romans different tribes and clans – Britons, Celts each with 
own identity – no UK or Britain as we know it to be. 
Romans were cross that Britons had helped the Gauls (French) to fight 
against Julius Caesar.  They also came looking for riches.  They tried 
several times before success in 43AD. 
They had superior armies and some tribes agreed to settle with the 
Romans, other chose to fight as the Romans taxed them – Boudicca in 
60AD but was defeated – 80,000 Britons died. 
What did the Roman empire look like? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwmpfg8 
Understand that the Roman Empire covered much of Europe but 
centred on Italy and Rome. 
What might they expect to see in this type of civilization – hierarchy, 
buildings, roles for different people, religion – discuss whether this 
was the same in Britain   
What were the key historical achievements during their empire? 
Review key historical evidence and link to Greek evidence.  What can 
it not tell us about?  Understand that much of the evidence from 
Roman Britain comes from Roman evidence and understand that this 
does not give a fully picture of what was happening at the time. 
Change and Continuity 
What was the civilization in Britain like in the beginning compared to 
the end of the Roman occupation 
Compare life in Rome with what it was like in Britain  
What can we learn about this civilization? 
Was Britain a better place after the Romans? 
This was perhaps the biggest influence over our lives today – roads, 
infrastructure 
Causes and Consequences 
Why did the Romans come to Britain?  Why did they leave? They were 
being attacked in Rome by many different people – Barbarians – 
Goths, Visigoths, vandals   
Why is this civilization not in existence today? 

Why was York important to 
the Romans? What was York 
like under the Romans?  Why 
did they choose York to be 
capital? 
What would their family 
have been doing had they 
lived then – would they be 
Roman or Briton? 
Who would they have 
worshipped and why? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwmpfg8
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https://horriblehistoriestv.wordpress.com/groovy-greeks/ 
https://rickriordan.com/extra/map-of-the-underworld/  
https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_greek_timeline.php 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z87tn39  
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/worldhistory/athenssparta.htm#
:~:text=Sparta%20was%20ruled%20by%20two,Spartan%20life%20was%20sim
ple. 
http://home.freeuk.net/elloughton13/gcontent.htm 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z87tn39/articles/z8q8wmn  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqtf34j/articles/z
9j4kqt 
https://blog.english-heritage.org.uk/what-did-the-
romans-do-for-us/ 
https://www.historyextra.com/period/roman/invention-
or-adaptation-what-did-the-romans-really-do-for-us/ 
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Can children explain why the Greek civilisation is still studied today? 
Can they children compare 2 or 3 different leaders from different states and 
explain what each state might have thought about the other’s leader. 
 

Can the children explain why the Romans left Britain? 
From the evidence left behind, can they explain what the 
Romans thought important? 

Can the children 
describe a day in the 
life of a roman child? 
Can they explain how 
York changed under the 
Romans and impact of 
this on our lives? 

  

https://horriblehistoriestv.wordpress.com/groovy-greeks/
https://rickriordan.com/extra/map-of-the-underworld/
https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_greek_timeline.php
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z87tn39
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/worldhistory/athenssparta.htm#:~:text=Sparta%20was%20ruled%20by%20two,Spartan%20life%20was%20simple
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/worldhistory/athenssparta.htm#:~:text=Sparta%20was%20ruled%20by%20two,Spartan%20life%20was%20simple
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/worldhistory/athenssparta.htm#:~:text=Sparta%20was%20ruled%20by%20two,Spartan%20life%20was%20simple
http://home.freeuk.net/elloughton13/gcontent.htm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z87tn39/articles/z8q8wmn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqtf34j/articles/z9j4kqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqtf34j/articles/z9j4kqt
https://blog.english-heritage.org.uk/what-did-the-romans-do-for-us/
https://blog.english-heritage.org.uk/what-did-the-romans-do-for-us/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/roman/invention-or-adaptation-what-did-the-romans-really-do-for-us/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/roman/invention-or-adaptation-what-did-the-romans-really-do-for-us/
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Year 5 
 Anglo Saxon Vikings and Struggles with Anglos Saxons Leaders and Legends – thread 

through school  
Life in York – thread 
through school 
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Key Knowledge 
Recall timeline and periods studied.  Why is history important? 
When did the Anglo Saxons come to England? The AS invaded GB in 4th 
century but Romans defeated them.  When the Romans left, they came 
again – link to reasons Romans invaded – riches, land and invited to by 
leaders to help repel the Scots and Celts 
AS came from Netherlands, Germany and Denmark. 
Who were their leaders?  
Timeline – key dates of the Anglo Saxon and Viking period 
They came for many different reasons including more land, riches, to 
explore and to trade 
Change and Continuity 
Romans had been in place beforehand but had left.  This meant that many 
different tribes were competing for more land.  AS divided Britain in to 
Kingdoms – 7. Each had their own king. 
What might you expect to see in this civilization – link to previous studies – 
AS lived in small settlements – built near natural resources – link to Life In 
York theme 
Understand that there was a hierarchy within the village including a 
chieftain 
What did England look like at the end? Link to place names and movement 
from 7 Kingdoms into 1. 
What do we still owe to the Anglo Saxons? 
Understand that the AS worshipped many gods like the Greeks and 
Romans and then became Christians – 
The leader of the Christian Church was the Pope, who lived in Rome. The 
Pope sent a monk called Augustine to England. Augustine landed in the 
south and converted the first King Ethelbert of Kent, and then the people 
living there. The Pope made Augustine a Bishop and Ethelbert allowed him 
to build a church in Canterbury. 
Christianity then spread to other parts of Britain. The pope gave orders 
that pagan temples should be converted into Christian ones and that 
pagan celebrations should also be made into Christian ones. 
Churches, usually built of wood, were built in Saxon villages all over Britain. 
Causes and Consequences 
Land, invited, trade 
Why was Alfred able to unite England under one king? The Vikings arrived 
– he was able to unite the AS to fight off the Vikings and then made peace 
with them so that they had parts of England and the Vikings had a different 
part 
Motives and Empathy 
How do we know what was important to them? Sutton Hoo, Place names 

Key Knowledge 
Place the Vikings on the timeline 
When did they come to England? 8th century – mainly 
monasteries and came for the wealth – Lindisfarne 793 they 
came from Scandinavia – they lasted until 1066 and the 
Norman conquest 
Who did they worship – compare to Anglo Saxons beliefs? 
Understand that this was very similar to AS 
That Viking means raiders 
Norsemen and Northmen 
Vikings continued to raid Britain up until 1066 
Jarls, karls and thralls the three classes: Jarls – rulers, karls – 
workers, thralls – servants and slaves 
What did the AS do when the Vikings raided? Link back to 
Alfred and Danelaw 
Change and Continuity 
What happened to England under the Vikings? 
What was different between the AS and Vikings? 
Causes and Consequences 
The Vikings chose Christianity during the 900s, partly because 
of the extensive trade networks with Christian areas of 
Europe, but also particularly as a result of increasing political 
and religious pressure from the German empire to the south. 
By the end of the Viking period, around 1050, most Vikings 
were Christians. 
Why were the Normans able to defeat Vikings and AS? Harold 
and Harald!   
Motives and Empathy 
Were the same things important to the Vikings as to the AS?  
How do we know? 
Were the Vikings worse than the Anglo Saxons as everyone 
thinks? 
Understand that the monks were able to write and these were 
the ones that the Vikings attacked so written evidence 
suggests that the Vikings were more brutal.  
BUT  
AS eradicated Celtic language in England, made more changes 
on England than the Vikings, suggestions of ethnic cleansing 
by AS on Celtic people, 

Can they recall some of the leaders that 
they have studied? What makes a good 
leader?  What do they think a bad leader 
might look like? 
Compare AS and Viking leaders – how did 
this impact on what England looked like 
through this period of time 
Focus on Alfred – how was he able to 
unite 7 kingdoms? 
How was King Harold able to defeat the 
AS in the south and Harald to the north to 
become King of England? 
 
England was to have four Viking kings 
between 1013 and 1042. The greatest of 
these was King Cnut, who was king of 
Denmark as well as of England. A 
Christian, he did not force the English to 
obey Danish law; instead he recognised 
Anglo-Saxon law and customs. He worked 
to create a north Atlantic empire that 
united Scandinavia and Britain. 
Unfortunately, he died at the age of 39, 
and his sons had short, troubled reigns. 

Understand how York 
grew under the AS and 
the Vikings 
Recognise place names 
around York with AS and 
Viking influence 
Understand what they 
would have been doing 
during that time – 
farmers, soldiers, 
slaves…  
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 Kingdom, invader, settler, tribe, settlement, Christian, 
leader, Empire, Angle, Saxon, Jute, longboat, warrior, 
pagan 
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https://www.medievalchronicles.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/07/Anglo-Saxon-Kingdoms-
Map.jpg?bf4fd5&bf4fd5 
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/saxons/where.
html 
http://www.drshirley.org/geog/geog25.html 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-
anglo-saxons-alfred-the-great/zmwbbdm 
https://www.imagininghistory.co.uk/post/a-brief-guide-
to-anglo-saxon-kingdoms  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxsbcdm/articles/
z9tdq6f  

https://www.historyhit.com/why-did-the-
vikings-invade-britain/ 
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/histo
ry/index.html 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztyr9j6 
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/vikings/ 
https://www.history.org.uk/primary/resource/3
867/the-vikings-in-britain-a-brief-history  

https://www.history.com/news
/6-viking-leaders-you-should-
know 
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Can the children compare the AS to the Vikings and identify what was the most significant similarity and 
difference and what was important to each civilization? 
Can the children create a detailed timeline that shows how England changed from the end of the Romans to 
the arrival of the Normans? 7 kingdoms to 1? 

Can the children understand 
why Alfred was able to unite 
England? 
Can the children show how 
Harold was able to become 
King? (Bayeaux Tapestry) 
Can the children identify the 
qualities as a leader that Alfred 
and Harold had that made them 
be remembered today? 
Can the children make a list of 
what makes a great leader? 
Can children compare different 
accounts of the same leader 
and identify why they might be 
different? 

Can the children 
show how York 
changed under the 
AS and Vikings? 
Can they explain 
what a day in their 
life might have 
been like and 
whether it would 
have been 
different under 
the AS or the 
Vikings? 
 

  

https://www.medievalchronicles.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Anglo-Saxon-Kingdoms-Map.jpg?bf4fd5&bf4fd5
https://www.medievalchronicles.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Anglo-Saxon-Kingdoms-Map.jpg?bf4fd5&bf4fd5
https://www.medievalchronicles.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Anglo-Saxon-Kingdoms-Map.jpg?bf4fd5&bf4fd5
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/saxons/where.html
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/saxons/where.html
http://www.drshirley.org/geog/geog25.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-anglo-saxons-alfred-the-great/zmwbbdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/history-ks2-anglo-saxons-alfred-the-great/zmwbbdm
https://www.imagininghistory.co.uk/post/a-brief-guide-to-anglo-saxon-kingdoms
https://www.imagininghistory.co.uk/post/a-brief-guide-to-anglo-saxon-kingdoms
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxsbcdm/articles/z9tdq6f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxsbcdm/articles/z9tdq6f
https://www.historyhit.com/why-did-the-vikings-invade-britain/
https://www.historyhit.com/why-did-the-vikings-invade-britain/
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/history/index.html
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/history/index.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/ztyr9j6
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/vikings/
https://www.history.org.uk/primary/resource/3867/the-vikings-in-britain-a-brief-history
https://www.history.org.uk/primary/resource/3867/the-vikings-in-britain-a-brief-history
https://www.history.com/news/6-viking-leaders-you-should-know
https://www.history.com/news/6-viking-leaders-you-should-know
https://www.history.com/news/6-viking-leaders-you-should-know
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Year 6 
 Civilizations (e.g. Maya) York from 1066 Legends and Leaders 
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Key Knowledge 
That there have been many different civilizations around the world – some of which were 
considered Empires. 
What is an empire? A group of nations ruled by an emperor – compared to a civilization – like 
the Greeks where there were lots of different leaders 
Review of civilizations studied – time line to show when they were in existence 
What the key features of a civilization was 
Hierarchical? 
Family roles? 
Worship? 
Jobs? 
Where they settled? 
They all came to an end! 
Understand that the Mayans were a civilization that came from a common areas – different 
leaders for diff communities 
The Maya Empire, centred in the tropical lowlands of what is now Guatemala, reached the peak 
of its power and influence around the sixth century A.D. The Maya excelled at agriculture, 
pottery, hieroglyph writing, calendar-making and mathematics, and left behind an astonishing 
amount of impressive architecture and symbolic artwork. Most of the great stone cities of the 
Maya were abandoned by A.D. 900, however, and since the 19th century scholars have debated 
what might have caused this dramatic decline. 
How does this compare with the other times that have been studied? 
Understand the civilization lasted from 2000 bc to 1500s AD – split into different time periods 
but still a long time – classic period 250 – 900 is a focus 
Mayan men were farmers, warriors, or craftsmen – children did attend a form of school 
Read more at: https://www.ducksters.com/history/aztec_empire/daily_life.php  
This text is Copyright © Ducksters. Do not use without permission. 
Change and Continuity 
Would we expect all civilizations to be similar? 
Compare these aspects to other civilizations – draw conclusion 
Does our modern society look similar? 
Causes and Consequences 
Why are civilizations the same/different? 
Identify the key features in a civilization or culture – Mayan see above information   
Motives and Empathy 
What did this civilization want? 
What did they like/hate? 
How do we know what was important to them? 
How did the civilization manage to preserve the environment they lived in and still become 
powerful – understand how the Mayans used the rainforest but respected it – link to Geography 
and deforestation 
Why is history important? 

Key Knowledge 
That history didn’t end in 1066 
Key historical events from then until now – place on 
timeline 
Focus on one event eg 
The black death 
War of the Roses 
Queen Victoria 
World War 1 
WW2 – class choice? 
Children will need to study key events from choice – 
dates, main events, leaders 
Change and Continuity 
When did the event happen? 
What happened to York during this time? 
How might the events have changed York?  
What would life have been like for a family living in 
York during these time? What was the impact on York 
of the period studied? 
Will York change in the future? 
Causes and Consequences 
Why did York change? 
 
The Black Death 1346 – 1351 
Pandemic that ravaged Europe 
It was spread by fleas living on rats from trade ships 
Trade and new trade routes allowed the plague to 
spread from Asia to Europe 
Buildings close together helped the spread 
The river Ouse was a dumping ground but it supplied 
water to bakeries and brewing houses 
Two types of plague: Bubonic and Pneumonic 
Bubonic deaths were approx. 50% - swelling under 
the arms, fever, sickness, diarrhoea, finger and toes 
turned black 
Pneumonic deaths were approx. 100% - cough, fever, 
headaches, breathlessness 
People wanted to stop the spread: fines were issued 
for waste dropping and towns were kept cleaner 
Between a third and half the population of England 
were killed – York half the population was killed 
There was therefore a shortage of workers which led 
to pay rises 
There were other outbreaks 
It was discovered germs were the cause – Louis 
Paster and Robert Koch 

Understand the vocab of leaders: 
King, ruler, emperor, chief 
How did they become leaders? 
Battles, right of God/gods, inherited, democracy 
What are the downfalls of each way to become a 
leader? 
Battles – the leader would be strong and tactically aware 
but would they be able to improve the lives of the 
people, be fair and just? 
Right of God/gods – have belief of people but decisions 
never questioned as come directly from God/gods 
Inherited – experience of many generations – often 
traced back to right of God but would they be effective 
in battle, what if they were weak and easily influenced? 
Democratic – will of the people, but not necessarily all 
people (women not allowed to vote, apartheid, African 
Americas not permitted to vote), could they become 
corrupt, how would you ensure succession? 
 
 
 
Analyse the different models of government in each 
period and compare (reference this in each year group 
section to draw knowledge from) 

https://www.ducksters.com/history/aztec_empire/daily_life.php
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https://www.ducksters.com/history/maya/maya_civilization_timeline.php 
 

https://www.jorvik.co.uk/black-death/ 
 

https://www.ancienthistorylists.com/maya-
history/important-people-ancient-maya-
civilization/ 
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Can the children identify whether the Mayans were similar or different to 
others studied?   
Can the children identify what is important to different civilizations?  How 
does this compare to our society today? 
(Link to Geog social and economic aspects) 

Can the children identify what was 
important to the people of York during 
this period (from 1066)?  How do they 
know this? 
Can the children explain which period of 
time they would most like to have lived in 
and why? 
Can they children explain what evidence 
we would leave behind today that would 
show future generations what we were 
like? 
 
Possible link to the Titanic (window into 
York in 1912)? 

Can the children show whether the leader 
at that time was considered a good leader?   
Can they explain why? 
Can they name leaders they have learned 
about and rank them according to own 
criteria?  Can they explain the criteria they 
have used? 

  

https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-americas/maya
https://www.ducksters.com/history/maya/maya_civilization_timeline.php
https://www.jorvik.co.uk/black-death/
https://www.ancienthistorylists.com/maya-history/important-people-ancient-maya-civilization/
https://www.ancienthistorylists.com/maya-history/important-people-ancient-maya-civilization/
https://www.ancienthistorylists.com/maya-history/important-people-ancient-maya-civilization/

