
Year 4 Overview  

Academic Year: 2022 - 2023                  Class Teacher:  Miss Horrocks 
  Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer Term 2 

Art 

Drawing 

Can they draw a still life that is accurate to 

the original? 

Can they show accurate representation of 

light and shade? 

Can they show accurate representation of 

the texture of objects 

  Painting 

Can they choose colours to compliment 

or contrast? 

Can they use oil paints to create their 

own painting using a chosen technique? 

Textiles 

Can the children design and upcycle an item 

of old clothing, considering the fabric they 

have, the fabric they will need and which 

sewing technique this will involve?   

Can they explain their choices? 

Sculpture 

Can children design and make a 

recognisable sculpture that has 

identifiable carving or construction 

techniques? 

DT 

 Structures—shell 

Can the children make a gift box? (Can be 

for Christmas/Birthday/other celebration 

– check faiths of children in class   

Mechanisms—pneumatics 

Can they create a monster from a 

Greek story that has a pneumatic 

movement? 

GD Can they add a hydraulic element to 

the monster? 

  Electrical Systems 

Can children create a light up book 

mark to help them read at night? 

English 

Narrative - losing tale 

Explanation - digestive system / teeth (Spring 2) 

Poetry - limericks 

Narrative - wishing tale 

Newspaper - linked with Science (Spring 1) 

Biography - linked with Art (Spring 2) 

Poetry - free verse 

Narrative - meeting tale 

Newspaper - linked with History (Summer 1) 

Report - information leaflet linked with Geography (Summer 2) 

Poetry - haikus 

History 

  Can children explain why the Greek 

Empire is still studied today? 

Can they children compare 2 or 3 

different leaders from different states 

and explain what each state might have 

thought about the other’s leader. 

  

 Can the children explain why the Romans 

left Britain? 

From the evidence left behind, can they 

explain what the Romans thought 

important?  

Can the children describe a day in the life 

of a roman child? 

Can they explain how York changed 

under the Romans?  

 

PE 

Total Sports 

Invasion 

 

Swimming 

Can they swim competently, confidently 
and proficiently over a distance of at least 
25 metres? 

Can they use a range of strokes effectively 
[for example, front crawl, backstroke and 
breaststroke]? 

Can they perform safe self-rescue in 

different water-based situations? 

These objectives run across the whole 

year 

Total Sports  

Invasion 

 

Swimming 

Dance 

Can they explore more complex dance 

phrases, experimenting with actions? 

Can they vary and combine patterns, 

speeds, tension when working 

individually and in a group, 

remembering more complex phrases? 

 

Swimming 

Gymnastics 

Can they demonstrate different 

movements including rolls, jumps and 

landings with appropriate techniques and 

with a partner? 

 

Swimming 

Total Sports 

Net and wall 

 

Swimming 

Total Sports 

Net and wall 

 

Swimming 
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Geography 

Locational Knowledge 

Revise the different areas around the 

world that they know of. 

 

Human and Physical Geography 

Understand the different climate zones 

and why they occur, biomes and 

vegetation belts, mountains, rivers, 

rainforests and volcanoes and 

earthquakes 

Understand the differences between 

these physical features and how they 

were created 

 

 

 History link -  identify where Greece is 

on a map and which continent it is in.  

Locate important cities and oceans 

nearby. Recap on continents and 

oceans. 

Identify important places near the 

studied areas including cities, oceans 

and regions. 

Geography Skills and Fieldwork  

Use of maps, atlases and computer 
mapping to locate places studied. 

Locational Knowledge 

Identify where the different climate 

zones are around the world 

Identify the locations of important 

volcanoes, earthquake zones, rivers and 

rainforests 

Place Knowledge 

Understand the physical features of 

these areas and the reasons why this 

landscape is there ie plates, mountains 

either side of rainforests etc 

Understand the importance of rivers and 

rainforests 

History link -  identify where Italy is on a 

map and which continent it is in.  Locate 

important cities and oceans nearby. 

Recap on continents and oceans. 

Identify important places near the 

studied areas including cities, oceans and 

regions. 

Understand how the Romans might have 
travelled to Britain and difficulties that 
they would have faced because of the 
landscape. 

 

Geography Skills and Fieldwork  

Use of maps, atlases and computer 
mapping to locate places studied. 

Use grid references up to 6 figures and to 

use 8 point of a compass to locate 

different places and compare their 

locations with each other and with UK. 

Can children make a model of one of 

the physical features studied, labelling 

accurately and explaining the different 

parts to it? 

RHE 

 Relationships 

Different families 

Does everyone have to be married to be 

a family? 

When there’s a problem with a friendship 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 

The impact of bullying  

Who helps us? 

What happens when we spend too long 

on our computers/ipads/laptops 

NATRE  - https://www.natre.org.uk/
about-natre/projects/anti-bullying/ 

Keeping Safe 

Age restrictions on social media, games, 

programmes and films—why are they in 

place? 

What do we do if we think there is a 

problem that makes us feel 

uncomfortable 

Physical Health 

What to do if they are worried about 

their health 

What happens to the body if they don’t 

eat healthily 

Medicines and other drugs 

 

Science 

 How the digestive system works (mouth 

including teeth à oesophagus à stomach 

à small intestine à large intestine à 

rectum) 

Types of teeth (incisors do cutting, 

canines do ripping and tearing, pre 

molars and molars do grinding and 

chewing) 

Food chains (producer, consumer, 

predator, prey)  

Vertebrates (fish, birds, amphibians, 

reptiles, mammals) 

Invertebrates (insects, worms, snails, 

slugs, jellyfish) 

Omnivores, carnivores, herbivores, 

detritivores 

Yes/no classification key  

Everything (matter) is made of tiny bits 

called particles 

There are 3 states of matter 

Definitions of solid, liquid and gas 

Water boils (liquid to gas) at 100 Celsius, 

freezes (liquid to solid) at 0 Celsius 

The water cycle (water evaporates into 

the air, it condenses to form clouds, it 

falls as precipitation, water runs off to 

the sea and the cycle begins again)  

Sounds are made by vibrations 

Sounds get fainter as the distance 

increases 

Sound can travel through many media 

Pitch = high/low 

Volume = loud/quiet  

Cells, wires, bulbs, switches and 

buzzers 

A circuit must be a closed loop to work 

A switch opens and closes a circuit 

Metals are good conductors 

Wood, glass and plastic are insulators  

https://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/anti-bullying/
https://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/anti-bullying/
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Computing 

Programming 

To design, write and debug programs that accomplish specific goals, including controlling or simulating physical systems; solve problems by decomposing them into smaller parts 

To use sequence, selection, and repetition in programs; work with variables and various forms of input and output 

To use logical reasoning to explain how some simple algorithms work and to detect and correct errors in algorithms and programs  

 

E-Safety 

To use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a range of ways to report concerns about content and contact 

 

IT 

To use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are selected and ranked, and be discerning in evaluating digital content 

To select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) on a range of digital devices to design and create a range of programs, systems and content that accomplish given goals, including collecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data 

and information 

 

Digital Literacy 

To understand computer networks including the internet; how they can provide multiple services, such as the world wide web; and the opportunities they offer for communication and collaboration 

Maths We use  the White Rose Maths scheme to support planning.  Please see WR planning documents for further information  

MFL We use Language Angels to teach French as part of our curriculum.   

Music We use Charanga to support out music provision.  

RE We use the York Syllabus inlcuidng Understanding Christianity to deliver our RE requirements.  Please see year group planning for further information.  


