
 

St Lawrence’s VA funded  
C of E Primary School 

 

 
 

Religious Education Policy 
 

October 2021 



 

 

Contents  
 

Policy Review  

Our Vision Statement  

The importance of RE  

Rationale  

Aims  

Planning  

Content  

Provision  

The contribution of Religious Education to other curriculum aims 

Approaches to teaching Religious Education  

Assessment and Recording of Religious Education  

Monitoring standards of teaching and learning in RE  

Expectations  

Responsibilities  

Right of Withdrawal  

Managing the right of withdrawal  

 



 

 

Policy Review 

The Religious Education policy will be reviewed and updated every year.  

Date of next review: October 2022   

Date: October 2021  

H. Coles 

Vision Statement  

As I have loved you, so you must love one another. (John 13:34-35) 

 

Caring 

Our children need love and care to help them flourish, both as children and as 
adults. We teach our children to be loving and caring towards everyone in our 
school community and beyond. In the Bible, Jesus says “I give you a new 
command: love each other. You must love each other as I have loved you” (John 
13:34). 

  

Considerate 

All our children, no matter where they come from or what needs they may have, 
are included and part of our school. We teach our children to be 
considerate and welcoming of everyone, and to use their gifts and talents to 
help each other: we value difference in everyone in our school community and 
beyond. In the Bible, St Paul says “Don't forget to do good to others, and share 
with them what you have. These are the sacrifices that please God” (Hebrews 
13:16) 

  

Courageous 

Our children may face difficulties in life, and they need to be courageous to 
face these difficulties. We teach our children that when we face difficulties, 
we do not give up. In the Bible, God tells us “Have I not commanded you? Be 
strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord 
your God will be with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9).  



 

 

The importance of RE  

 

RE is a rigorous, academic subject that holds a particularly important place in a 

Church school. At its best, it will enable children to hold balanced and informed 

conversations about religion and belief and prepare them for life in multi-faith 

and multi-cultural society.  

 

Religious Education is unique in the school curriculum in that it is neither a core 

subject nor a foundation subject but the 1988 Education Act states that 

‘Religious Education has equal standing in relation to core subjects of the 

National Curriculum in that it is compulsory for all registered pupils’.  

 

St Lawrence’s is a Church of England Voluntary Aided School therefore the 

provision of RE must be in accordance with the Trust Deed of the School. The 

Governors, in consultation with the Head teacher, have decided, following 

advice from the diocese, to adopt the Diocesan Syllabus.  



Rationale  

The teaching of Religious Education will be directed towards achieving the  
Vision Statement and the aims of the school.  

We see Religious Education and Collective Worship as playing a significant role  
in sustaining the school ethos.  

This policy aims to meet the requirements of the Education Reform Act in  
providing Religious Education for all pupils, including those with Special        
Educational Needs, at St Lawrence's Church of England VA Primary School.   
All pupils are given access to Religious Education in accordance with the 
Dioceses of Leeds and York Diocesan Agreed Syllabus of Religious Education.  

Although the faith most in evidence within the school is Christianity, we      
promote knowledge, understanding. respect and tolerance of the  beliefs and 
practices of all faiths and non faith. We seek to help pupils reflect on their 
own beliefs and values.  

The educational and social values of Religious Education will be reflected in  
the approach to the subject, ensuring that the pupils receive a broad and     
balanced view of religion and a deeper understanding of our multicultural  
society.  

Aims  

The principal aim of RE is to enable pupils to hold balanced and informed 
conversations about religion and belief. In order to achieve this, St Lawrence’s CE 
Primary School uses the York Diocesan Curriculum for RE, which describes the aims 
of RE as follows: 

 To enable pupils to know about and understand Christianity as a living faith that 
influences the lives of people worldwide and as the religion that has most 
shaped British culture and heritage. 

 To enable pupils to know and understand about other major world religions and 
non-religious worldviews, their impact on society, culture and the wider world, 
enabling pupils to express ideas and insights. 

 To contribute to the development of pupils’ own spiritual/philosophical 
convictions, exploring and enriching their own beliefs and values. 

 

Appropriate to their age at the end of their education in Church schools, the 
expectation is that all pupils are religiously literate and as a minimum pupils are able 
to: 

 Give a theologically informed and thoughtful account of Christianity as a living 
and diverse faith . 

 Show an informed and respectful attitude to religions and non-religious 
worldviews in their search for God and meaning. 

 Engage in meaningful and informed dialogue with those of other faiths and none. 

 Reflect critically and responsibly on their own spiritual, philosophical and ethical 
convictions. 



Planning 

The Diocesan units of work (including Understanding Christianity units) have been 
placed in a long term plan that covers every statutory unit. The long term plan can be 
found on the school server in the shared area, as well as on the school website.  

 

Planning by teachers includes the following: 

 A unit plan that includes the Learning Outcomes provided by the diocese 
curriculum. 

 A description of the sequence of lessons leading towards the outcomes 

 Essential core knowledge should form part of the lesson sequence. 

 The outcomes are not necessarily content based. Teaching staff can choose 
appropriate content and should plan to go ‘deeper’ rather than ‘wider’ during a 
unit. 

 Consequently, an area of ‘greater depth’ (‘digging deeper’) is included in the unit 
plan to focus on during the unit. 

 Unit plans should be saved in the RE folder on the shared area as each unit is 
visited. 

 

Content  

The York Diocesan Board of Education Agreed Syllabus forms the guide to  
 the contents Of the Religious Education delivered at St Lawrence's Church Of 
England VA Primary School. The scheme of work provided by the Agreed Syllabus is 
used as a basis for planning classroom activities across the school.  

 In KS1, Christianity is taught as per the diocesan curriculum alongside Judaism 
and Islam 

 In KS2, Christianity is taught as per the diocesan curriculum with Islam,  
Sikhism and Hinduism.  Non-religious worldviews of Humanism, Agnosticism and 
Atheism are also covered. 

 

Provision  

In order to deliver the aims and expected standards of the syllabus, the Diocesan 
Boards of Education for Leeds and York strongly recommend a minimum allocation of 
curriculum time for RE based upon the law and the statement of entitlement from the 
Church of England Education Office: Schools should aim to be close to 10% of 
curriculum for teaching RE, but must be no less than 5%.  In practice,  this means 
a starting point of 60 minutes per week for Key Stage 1 and 75 minutes per week for 
Key Stage 2.  

In order to fulfill the requirements of the above statement, RE at St. Lawrence’s is  
taught in a combination of weekly lessons and RE days as planned and co-ordinated by 
the classroom teachers. This ensures that RE has both high status and at a minimum 
meets the 5% target. In addition to this, visits to local places of worship, cross 
curricular work and whole school RE days are also provided to enhance the curriculum 
and moves us closer towards the 10% target. 

 



 

The contribution of Religious Education makes to other 
curriculum aims:  

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development  

SMSC prepares pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of 
later life. Learning about and from religions and beliefs. through the distinct  
knowledge, understanding and skills contained in Religious Education within a 
broad based curriculum, is essential to achieving these aims. Exploring the     
concepts of religion and belief and their roles in the spiritual, moral and cultural 
lives of people in a diverse society helps individuals develop moral awareness and 
social understanding.  

The school's Christian values  

Religious Education should contribute to the promotion of the school's 
distinctively Christian values. Making connections between the values and 
learning in Religious Education will bring about greater understanding of the 
values and how they can be put into practice across a range of experiences.  
 

Respect for All & Global Learning  

Religious Education makes an important contribution to a school's responsibility 
to promote respect for all & global learning. It provides a key context to 
develop young people’s understanding and appreciation of diversity, to promote 
shared  values and to challenge racism, discrimination & extremism.  

The school community  
 
Religious Education provides a positive context within which the diversity of  
cultures, beliefs and values can be celebrated and explored. The community 
within which the school is located. 'Religious Education provides opportunities to 
investigate patterns of diversity of religion and belief and forge links with 
different groups in the local area in particular local churches.  
 
The UK community  

A major focus Of Religious Education is the study of diversity of religion and 
belief in the UK and how this influences national life.  

The Global community  

Religious Education involves the study of matters of global significance,         
recognizing the diversity Of religion and belief and its impact on world issues.  

Promotion of 'British Values'  

Religious Education provides opportunities to promote the 'British Values' of  
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty mutual respect.  We do this 
through linking our school values with the associated British values. 

 



 

Approaches to teaching Religious Education  
 

 Religious Education has an important part to play as part of a broad,  balanced 
and coherent curriculum to which all pupils are entitled.  

 High quality learning experiences in Religious Education are designed and 
provided by careful planning through the agreed syllabus and diocesan 
materials taking into account the need to offer breadth of content, but also 
depth of learning.  

 In order to make Religious Education a lively, active subject, we employ a  
variety of teaching methods including art, music, discussion, the  
development of thinking skills, drama, the use of artefacts, pictures,  stories, 
and also the use of periods of stillness and reflection.  

 Where possible, we want our pupils to have opportunities to encounter local 
faith communities through visits to local places of worship, or visits from 
members of local faith communities.  
 

Assessment and Recording   

The following Religious Education records are maintained and passed to the 
following class teacher/school:  

 Individual pupil RE books—pupil work is marked as per the school marking and 
feedback policy. Where appropriate, feedback should be completed by pupils 
in purple pen. Exceptions to this include oral responses, which can be recorded 
by an adult and feedback that is not written (e.g. a drawing, drama, hot-
seating exercise or music).  

 RE class 'big book' for collaborative learning in Religious Education 

 Drawing on formative assessment, teachers assess children at the end of each 
unit of work, using the end of KS1, lower KS2 and end of KS2 outcomes. These 
outcomes can be seen in the front of pupil RE books and the assessments are 
supported by the use of ‘learning logs' in RE books for each unit of work.  

 Children will be assessed as working at, below or working at greater depth 
against the end of key stage outcomes.  

 This data will be added to the class trackers and will be reported to the Full 
Governing Body at the end of each term, along with the other core subjects. 

 RE data is monitored by the SLT and RE team.  Actions arising from the data 
are then shared with all staff. 

 

 



 

Monitoring standards of teaching and learning in RE 

The Head teacher/SLT, with the RE Curriculum leader will: 

 Set high expectations and monitor teaching and progress through learning walks, 
book scrutinies etc. 

 Encourage a whole school approach, keeping parents, Governors and all support 
staff well informed.  

 Support the Subject Leader and individual teachers.  

 Regularly review the RE action plan and RE assessment data.  

 

The Role of the Governing Body: 

The Statement of Entitlement for Religious Education 2019 states: 

A high-quality sequential religious education (RE) programme is essential to 
meet the statutory requirement for all state funded schools, including 
academies and free schools, to teach a full curriculum that prepares pupils 
for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of life in modern 
Britain. Central to religious education in Church schools is the study of 
Christianity as a living and diverse faith, focused on the teaching of Jesus 
and the Church. There is a clear expectation that as inclusive communities, 
church schools provide sequenced learning about a range of religions and 
worldviews3 fostering respect for others. In voluntary aided schools, RE must 
be taught in accordance with the trust deed. 

 

Therefore, governors in Church schools have a responsibility for holding the 
school leaders to account for the high quality of RE provided for pupils. 

All governors should have an understanding of the place and quality of Religious 
Education in Church schools and academies; foundation governors bear particular 
responsibility in this area. 

 

The role and responsibilities of governors are: 

 To have strategic oversight of Religious Education 

 To ensure that proper provision and resources are available in accordance with 
the Trust Deed 

 To contribute to and support Religious Education, as a core subject of the school 

 To contribute to and support the formation of a policy and curriculum for 
Religious Education 

 To ensure that the policy and curriculum prepares pupils with a religious 
understanding and sensitivity to take their place in the world 

 To be a ‘critical friend’ in order to ensure the highest possible standards in 
teaching and learning in Religious Education 

 To ensure a curriculum that is inclusive and reflects breadth and depth 

 To ensure curriculum time and staffing meet the requirements of this syllabus. 

 

 

 

 



 

Monitoring standards of teaching and learning in RE (cont.) 

The roles and responsibilities of the Governing body, with respect to Religious 
Education in a Church of England school as a core subject, is to demonstrate the 
subject’s comparable status with other core curriculum areas in both staffing and 
resourcing. It should be a priority in Church schools to build up staff expertise in RE 
specifically but not exclusively, working towards: 

 At least one member of staff having specialist RE training or qualifications 

 All staff teaching RE having access to appropriate professional development 

 All teaching staff and governors having an understanding of the distinctive role 
and purpose of RE within Church schools 

 A governing body, which monitors standards in RE effectively. (The Statement 
of Entitlement for Religious Education 2016) 

 

Expectations  
The Subject Leader will: 

 Lead by example, showing a thorough understanding of the subject and keep up 
to date with current practice through training and collaboration with other 
schools 

 Offer support to Teachers in planning, teaching and assessment 

 Work alongside the Head Teacher/SLT to monitor and evaluate achievement, 
progress, coverage and accuracy of assessment 

 Use the budget provided to offer sufficient resources for the successful 
implementation of the curriculum and this policy throughout the School. 

 

Teachers will: 

 Implement regular RE teaching with clear objectives 

 Plan using the diocese materials and school planning unit 

 When appropriate, use a wide range of approaches to deliver RE. These could 
include (not exclusively) quality writing, a range of different art, music, poetry 
and drama. 

 Share clear learning objectives with the children 

 Provide essential core knowledge 

 Use accurate religious vocabulary 

 Give the children opportunities to think and express themselves theologically 
and philosophically. This may include a slowing of pace and time for reflection 

 Engage pupils in challenging activities using a range of resources, including ICT 

 Use the RE Learning Overview as a guide to ensuring consistency of approach 
across school. 

 

 

 



 

Expectations (cont.) 

 
The SEND Coordinator will: 

 Support the RE Subject Leader and Teachers in dealing with children with 
special needs and encourage whole class inclusion where possible 

 Help to provide teachers with appropriate intervention support materials which 
help support children and close any gaps that may occur in knowledge and 
understanding of the subject. 

 

Children will be encouraged to: 

 Enjoy RE and see its relevance in real life in our multi-cultural society 

 Develop skills in the three different areas of learning (making sense of belief/
making sense of the text, understanding the impact and making connections) 

 Use RE vocabulary with confidence 

 Acknowledge and respect differences in beliefs and opinions 

 

Support Staff will: 

 Be included in staff training for RE where appropriate 

 Have a clear understanding of their role in each part of a lesson 

 Share the learning objectives for each lesson and know the key vocabulary to be 
developed 

 Use the objectives to aid assessment within the classroom 

 Help teachers to deliver additional help and interventions when appropriate. 

 

Parents will: 

 Be encouraged to develop positive attitudes to RE 

 Be well informed of their children’s progress through annual reports, and 
parents’ evenings 

 Be kept up-to-date of the RE delivered in their children’s class each term 
(through the use of both class and RE newsletters)  

 

 

 



 

The right of Withdrawal from Religious Education  

At St Lawrence's Church of England Primary School, we wish to be an inclusive 
community, but recognise that parents have the legal right to withdraw their children 
from Religious Education on the grounds of conscience. However, the right of 
withdrawal does not extend to other areas of the curriculum when. as may happen on 
occasions, spontaneous questions on religious matters are raised by pupils or there are 
issues related to religion that arise in other subjects, such as History or Geography.  

We would ask any parent considering this to contact the Senior Leadership Team to 
discuss any concerns or anxieties about the policy, provision and practice of Religious 
Education at St Lawrence's Church of England Primary School.  

Managing the right of withdrawal  

The school will ensure that parents who want to withdraw their children from 
Religious Education are aware of the Religious Education syllabus and that it is 
relevant to all pupils and respects their own personal beliefs.  

Parents should be made aware of its learning objectives and what is covered in the 
Religious Education curriculum and should be given the opportunity to discuss this, if 
they wish.  

The school may also wish to review such a request each year. in discussion with the 
parents.  

 
The use of the right to withdraw should be at the instigation of parents, and it  
should be made clear whether it is from the whole of the subject, or specific parts of 
it. No reasons need be given.  
 

Parents have the right to choose whether or not to withdraw their child from 
Religious Education without influence from the school, although a school should ensure 
that parents or corers are informed of this right and are aware of the educational 
objectives and content of the Religious Education syllabus. In this way, parents can 
make an informed decision.  

 
Where parents have requested that their child is withdrawn, their right must be 
respected, and where Religious Education is integrated in the curriculum, the school 
will need to discuss the arrangements with the parents or carers to explore how the 
child's withdrawal can be best accommodated.  

If pupils are withdrawn from Religious Education, schools have a duty to supervise 
them, though not to provide additional teaching or to incur extra cost. Pupils will 
usually remain on school premises.  
 

 

Policy agreed by the  Governing Body on  ________________ 

Date of next policy review—October 2022 


