
Year 5 (Squirrels) Overview  

Academic Year        2021-2022                                                                              Class Teacher:  Miss G 

  Autumn Term 1 

Anglo Saxons  

Autumn Term 2 

Space Settlers 

Spring Term 1 

Vikings 

Spring Term 2 

Here be dragons! 

Summer Term 1 

Let’s be York! 

Summer Term 2 

Build, build, build 

Art 

Drawing (to link with Science) 

Can they show animals, including humans, 

moving? 

Can they recreate real life images in detail 

showing perspective and an understanding of 

texture and tone? 

Can they identify where the focal point is?  

Photography 

Can the children take a photograph, manipulate 

it and print for a given purpose e.g. as an image 

for a card?  

 Painting 

Do their paintings show confidence 

when mixing colours to show shadow, 

light and texture? 

Can they apply oil paints effectively to 

create their own painting? 

Can they apply water colours effectively 

to create their own painting? 

Can they compare the images of oil and 

water paintings including their own?  

Sculpture 

Can children create a sculpture that has 

been designed for a purpose? 

Can the children comment on what they 

have done and achieved? 

 

DT 

  Structures—frame 

Can the children create an Anglo Saxon or 

Viking building as part of a village?  

  Mechanism—pulleys and gears 

Can the children follow the instructions 

carefully to create a pulley or gear 

mechanism?  Can they adapt it to 

perform a task of their choosing? 

English 

 Read The Arrival – Shaun Tan and create a 
diary account of an immigrant arriving in a 
different place.  Include reasons, journey 
difficulties, effect on family, things to learn 
and effect on person 

    

History 

Anglo-Saxons and Vikings (Anglo Saxons) 
Can the children compare the AS to the 
Vikings and identify what was the most 
significant similarity and difference and 
what was important to each civilization? 
Can the children create a detailed timeline 
that shows how England changed from the 
end of the Romans to the arrival of the 
Normans? 7 kingdoms to 1? 

 Anglo-Saxons and Vikings (Vikings focus) 
Can the children compare the AS to the 
Vikings and identify what was the most 
significant similarity and difference and 
what was important to each civilization? 
Can the children create a detailed 
timeline that shows how England changed 
from the end of the Romans to the arrival 
of the Normans? 7 kingdoms to 1? 
Leaders and Legends 
Can the children understand why Alfred 
was able to unite England? 
Can the children show how Harold was 
able to become King? (Bayeaux Tapestry) 
Can the children identify the qualities as a 
leader that Alfred and Harold had that 
made them be remembered today? 
Can the children make a list of what 
makes a great leader? 
Can children compare different accounts 
of the same leader and identify why they 
might be different? 

 Life in York 
Can the children show how York 
changed under the AS and Vikings? 
Can they explain what a day in their 
life might have been like and whether 
it would have been different under the 
AS or the Vikings? 
  

 



Georgraphy 

 Ideal home on Mars 
Can the children create their own 
settlement/town plan identifying 
where the main buildings will be 
and what they are used for, the 
economy linking to natural 
resources available and what would 
need to happen to the settlement/
town if there a population growth, 
natural disaster, reduction in 
natural resource etc 
Can the children create questions 
relating to their plan that 
references compass and grid 
reference points? 

  Can the children create 
questions relating to their plan 
that references compass and 
grid reference points? 
Relating to places in York 

 

PE 

OAA 

Can they work comfortably in groups 

following instructions? 

Can they maintain concentration and focus 

when solving problems? 

Dance 

Can they explore different dance styles, 

working on their own and with a group? 

Can they compose dances, adapting  and 

developing steps, formations and patterns? 

Total Sports 

Invasion 

Gymnastics 

Can they demonstrate contrasting 

movements and levels and adapt 

sequences over apparatus? 

Total Sports  

Invasion 

Dance 

Can they perform with confidence? 

Can they describe, analyse and evaluate 

dances? 

Gymnastics 

Can they use the apparatus for a 

wide range of actions, create and 

performing in pairs and using the 

correct vocabulary? 

Games 

Net and wall 

Total Sports 

Net and wall 

Athletics 

Can they develop basic skills for 

acceleration? 

Can they sustain speed over longer 

distances? 

Can they develop the pull throw? 

Total Sports 

Fielding and Striking 

Athletics 

Can they show greater speed and 

efficiency over obstacles? 

Can they develop the push throw? 

Can they improve take off, flight 

and landing techniques for 

distance? 

 

RHE 

Relationships 

Friendship issues—when should we 

seek help 

Ups and downs in families and friends 

Why are manners important? 

 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 

Bullying and long term problems 

Techniques to use when we are feeling 

overwhelmed? 

Keeping Safe 

Internet safety—what we should and 

should not be saying or doing online 

Reporting when feeling unsafe 

Asking for help 

Physical Health 

How we keep healthy  

Risk of an unhealthy lifestyle 

Medicines and other drugs 

First Aid 

 Money Matters 

Saving and Spending money 

Science 

Animals like us 
Can the children create their own fact 
file about a chosen animal that 
includes its life cycle? 

Can the children put on a science fair 
and use models to explain/illustrate 
their understanding to an audience? 
  
Can the children perform a simple 
dance/movement to show how the 
planets move around the sun? 
Can the children explain to Y2 why 
there is day and night? 
 
Terrafirming? 

Working  Scientifically (recovery 
curriculum) 

(Possible link with Space?) 
Can the children design their 
own investigation to decide how 
they can dissolve a substance 
and then recover the substance 
(link to states of matter Y4) 
Can the children separate alien 
urine and analyse the different 
components explaining what/
where the habitat of the alien 
must be like (link to Living things 
and their habitats – Y4) 

  Can the children make their 
own gravity screw? 

Can the children follow the 
instructions carefully to 
create a pulley or gear 
mechanism?  Can they adapt 
it to perform a task of their 
choosing? (Y5 DT) 

Maths 
We use  the White Rose Maths scheme to support planning.  Please see WR planning documents for further information 

MFL We use Language Angels to teach French as part of our curriculum.   

Music We use Charanga to support our music provision. 

RE We use the York Syllabus including Understanding Christianity to deliver our RE requirements.  Please see year group planning for further information. 


